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that they are frequently interchanged, as in the well-known
name of Salatura, the birth-place of Panini, which is given in
the original Chinese of Hwen Thsang's travels as Po-h^t-lo, or
Palatura.
Mandi aad Sukhet.
The petty chiefships of Mandi and Sukhet were originally
a single state, bounded by Kangra on the west and Kullu on
the east, and by the Dhaoladhar mountains on the north and
the Satlej on the south. Mandi means the "market"; and its
favourable position on the Bias river, at the junction of the
two roads from the west and south, must have ensured its
early occupation, which was rendered prosperous and lasting
by the existence of valuable mines of iron and black salt in
its immediate vicinity,
Nurpur or Pathaniya
The town of Nftrpur derives its name from the celebrated
Nur Jahan, the wife of the emperor Jahangir. Its original
name was Dahmari, or Dahmfila; or as Abul Fazl writes,
Dalimahri, although he mentions no fort. The people pro-
nounce the name as if written Dahmeri. In the 'Tarikh- i-Alii*
it is called "DawtiL* and is described as "situated on the summit
of a high hill, on the borders of Hindustan." The fort was
taken after a long siege by Ibrahim Ghaznavi. The name of
the district is Path&wat, and the old capital in the plains was.
called PatUi6n> or Pathifinkot, which is now slightly altered to
Path&nkot. But the name is derived from the Pathan tribe of
Hindu Rajputs, and not from the well-known Muhammadan
Path&ns, or Afghans. The Raja was imprisoned in 1815 by
Ranjit Singh, who took possession of bis country.
The petty chief of Kotila, to the east of Nurpftr, who was
a scion of the Pathiniya family, was seized about the same
time, and his estate incorporated with the Sikh dominions.